St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
Holstein, IA August 9, 2026 9:00 A.M.

Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost

Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake, wind, or fire, but in the sound of
sheer siferice. When the disciples face a great storm on the sea, they cry out with
fear, Jesus says: "Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Amid storms of life, we
gather to seek the calm presence of Christ that soothes our fears. In comforting
words of scripture and in the refreshing bread and cup of the eucharist, God grants
us peace and sends us forth to be a sign of God's presence to others.

GATHER
Prelude

Welcome and Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose compassion endures forever.,

Amen.
Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Qur burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.

Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ's name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary
and are carrying heavy burdens,

and T will give you rest.”

In the name of God,

Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Rest in God’s love.

Amen.

Opening Song For the Beauly of the Earth #879 St. 1,2,4,5
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Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
0O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be

afraid. Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters
from fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD

1 Kings 19:9-18

9 At Horeb, the mount of God, Elijah came to a cave and spent the night there.
Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”
YHe answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts, for the
Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your
prophets with the sword. T alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it
away.” '

' He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is
about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting
mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the
wind, and after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake, 2
and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire, and after the fire a
sound of sheer silence. © When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle
and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to
him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” * He answered, “I have been very
zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your
covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone
am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” > Then the Lord said to him,
*Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall
anoint Hazael as king over Aram. ® Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king
over Israel, and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet
in your place. 1" Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill, and
whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. *® Yet I will leave seven
thousand in Israel, alt the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that
has not kissed him.”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.




Psalm 85:8-13

% 1 will listen to what the Lord God is saying;
for you speak peace to your faithful people
and to those who turn their hearts to you.

® Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you,
that your glory may dwell in our land.

10 Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together;
righteousness and peace have kissed each other.

1 Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth,
and righteousness shall ook down from heaven.

2 The Lord will indeed grant prosperity,
and our land will yield its increase.

13 Righteousness shall go before the Lord
and shall prepare for God a pathway.

Romans 10:5-15

> Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that
“the person who does these things will live by them.” ® But the rightecusness that
comes from faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into
heaven?’ " (that is, to bring Christ down) "“or ‘Who will descend into the
abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). ® But what does it say?

“The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart”

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim), ” because if you confess with your
mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the
dead, you will be saved. *° For one believes with the heart, leading to righteousness,
and one confesses with the mouth, leading to salvation. * The scripture says, “No
one who believes in him wiil be put to shame.” 2 For there is no distinction between
Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all whe call on
him. ** For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

“But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are
they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear
without someone to proclaim him? > And how are they to proclaim him unless they
are sent? As it is written, “"How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good
newsi”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.




Thy Word

Refrain: Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.
Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and & light unto my path.

And when 1 feel afraid, think I've lost my way,
still you're there right beside me.
Nothing will I fear as long as you are near,
please be near me to the end.
Refrain

Thy Word, Grant and Smith 1984 Bear and Bug Music CCLI License #833795
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The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 14th chapter. Glory to you, G Lord.

?2[Jesus] made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other
side [of the Sea of Galilee,] while he dismissed the crowds.® And after he had
dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening
came, he was there alone, *but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was
far from the land, for the wind was against them. # And early in the morning he
came walking toward them on the sea. % But when the disciples saw him walking on
the sea, they were terrified, saying, "It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear.
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27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, "Take heart, it is I; do not be
afraid.” *° Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on
the water.” * He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the
water, and came toward Jesus. * But when he noticed the strong wind, he became
frightened, and, beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 3! Jesus
immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little
faith, why did you doubt?” *> When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 And
those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Message Vicar Millie Anderson
Hymn of the Day My Life Flows in Fndless Song #763

Aposties’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

RESPONSE

Sharing the Peace
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

Children’s Offering / Offering

Offering Prayer
God of our life and our resources, we bring these gifts with thankful hearts for all

you have done for us. Bless the labor of our minds and hands. We pray that our
gifts would create community, and justice would be done for all people.
Amen.




Calm to the Waves
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Calm to the waves.

Calm to the wind. Je - sus whis-pers, “Peace, be still.”
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Balm to our hearts.

Prayers of the Peopie
Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

i

Fearsat an end.

in still-ness,hear his

4P

voice.

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever.
Amen.

Blessing

SENDING

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, + one God,

bless, heal, and hold you
today and always.
Amen,

Closing Song
Dismissal

Lead Me, Guide Me

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!

Thanks be to God.

#768




Worship
Minister
Vicar:
DYME:
Organist:
Pianist:

Lector:
Deacons:
Greeters:
Acolytes:
Sound & Video:
Coffee Hour:

s:

9:00 AM
10:00 AM

6:00 PM

Participants

All the members

Emily Anderson

Jim & Kris Kistenmacher

Sharen Borchers

Kris Kistenmacher

Nash Boling

John Walsh and Susan Endrulat
Doug & Karen Wessling

Olivia Stevenson and Layla Peterson
Dave Kistenmacher and Lex Jacobson
Amy & Adam Bisenius

Jan Grell

St Paul Church Calendar

SUNDAY, August 9 ~ Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost

Worship
Coffee & Fellowship

Wedding Rehearsal

SATURDAY, August 15

4:00 PM

9:00 AM
10:00 AM
12:00 PM

5:30 PM

Jacobson / Diersen Wedding

SUNDAY, August 16 ~ Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost

Worship with Holy Communion

Coffee & Feliowship

Pizza & Pool Party at Holstein Aquatic Center
Shepherd’'s Table Meal
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