St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
Holstein, IA May 17, 2026 9:00 AM.
Seventh Sunday of Easter

In these days between Ascension and Pentecost, we gather with the disciples in the
upper room, waiting for the Spirit to transform the church around the world, In
today’s gospel Jesus prays for his followers and for their mission in his name. Amid
religious, social, and economic divisions, we seek the unity that Jesus had with his
Father. Made one in baptism, we go forth to live our faith in the world, eager for
the unity that God intends for the whole human family.

GATHER
Prelude

Welcome and Announcements

Thanksgiving for Baptism
Alleluial Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb!
Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

Water may poured info the font as the presiding minister continues.

We give your thanks, O God, for in the beginning you created us in your image and
placed us in a well-watered garden. In the desert, you promised pools of water for
the parched, and you gave us water from the rock. When we did not know the way,
your sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. At the cross, you washed us
from Jesus’” wounded side, and on this day, you shower us again with the water of
life.

We praise you for your salvation through water, for the water in this font,
and for all water everywhere. Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and
love. Satisfy all who thirst, and give us the life only you can give.

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ, our living water, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.




Opening Hymn Bind Us Together

Refrain: Bind us together, Lord, bind us together
with cords that cannot be broken. -
Bind us together, Lord, bind us together, Lord;
Bind us together in love.

There is only one God. There is only one King.
There is only one Body; that is why we can sing: Refrain

You are the fam’'ly of God. You are the promise divine.
You are God's chosen desire, you are the glorious new wine, Refrain

Bab Gillman, & 1977 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
All rights reserved. www.ccll.com, CCLI License # 833795

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to

your right hand. Unite us with Christ and each other in suffering and in
joy, that all the world may be drawn into your bountiful presence,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD
Acts 1:6-14

®When [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus], “Lord, is this
the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” “He replied, “1t is not for
you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. ® But
you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”?
When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took
him out of their sight. 1° While he was going and they were gazing up toward
heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. * They said, “Men of
Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been
taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into
heaven.” **Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is
near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away.
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“When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they
were staying: Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas,
Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and
Judas son of James, ** All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer,
Eoget_her with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his

rothers.

The Word of the Lofd, Thanks be to God.

1 Peter 4:12-14, 5:6-11

2 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among
you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. ** But rejoice
insofar as you are sharing Christ's sufferings, so that you may also be glad and
shout for joy when his glory is revealed. *If you are reviled for the name of Christ,
you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on
you. .

>*Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so that he
may exalt you in due time. ’ Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for
you. ®Discipline yourselves; keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil
prowls around, looking for someone to devour. ®Resist him, steadfast in your faith,
for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the
same kinds of suffering. '° And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of
all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore,
support, strengthen, and establish you.  To him be the power forever and ever.
Amen.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Children’s Message
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John 17:1-11
The Holy Gospel according to John, the 17th chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

! After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples,] he looked up to
heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may
glorify you, 2since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life
to all whom you have given him. * And this is eternal life, that they may know you,
the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. *I glorified you on earth
by finishing the work that you gave me to do. >So now, Father, glorify me in your
own presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed.

%1 have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world.
They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. ”Now
they know that everything you have given me is from you, ®for the words that you
gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth
that I came from you, and they have believed that you sent me. °I am asking on
their behalf: T am not asking on behalf of the world but on behalf of those whom
you gave me, because they are yours. ° All mine are yours, and yours are mine,
and I have been glorified in them. ** And now I am no longer in the world, but they
are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name
that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.




Message
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Text: Richard Braxvoort Colligan, b. 1967

Music: GREEN TYLER, Richard Brugvoort Colligan

Text and music © 2004 This Here Music, admin. Augshurg Forfress

All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission. Reprinted by permission OneLicense.net A-713072.

Recognition of Graduates

Song of Blessing

As You Go On Your Way

As you go on your way, may Christ go with you.
May he go before you to show you the way.
May he go behind you to encourage you, beside you to befriend you,
above you to watch over, within you to give you peace.

(repeat)

As you go on your way, may Christ go with you.

Music: "Rapid City”, John Yvisaker © 1982

All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission. Reprinted by permission OneLicense.net A-713072




Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father aimighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’'s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People

Sharing the Peace
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

MEAL
- Children’s Offering / Offering

QOffering Prayer
Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have

set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no
more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may
follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus,

Amen.

The Greal Thanksqiving
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

l.et us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.




Preface Iiisindeed...join in their unending praise:
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Words of Institution

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day ocur daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever.

Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord.

Distribution
*Distribution of the Sacrament*

All who trust in Christ’s word are welcome to the table of this holy supper,
where our Lord is trufy present, offering his gifts of forgiveness and eternal life.
Please tell the server if you desire grape juice as an alternative to wine,

or if you require a gluten-free wafer.




Be Known to Us, Lord Jesus

e e e e o e
‘EX; 1k i d * d ‘I a: I ___dt 2 ] |
‘j R A
Be known to us, Lord Je-sus, in the break-ing of the bread.
4 _—
A P
] - >
Al-le - lu - ia, al-le - In - ia, al-le - Iu - ia.
e e ]
TR ~ Caa i — =
Be known to us, Lord Je-sus, in the break-ing of the bread.
I3 ] ; ‘-i T - S |
] i ] 3 1 I | | H 5
%’n 1 F"ﬂ g .L_i" ”“\f g{ - j ﬁ: gE
Al-le -lu-ia, al-le-lu-ia, al-le-lu - ia, al-le - lu-ia.
Touch That Soothes and Heals
- ! i P M; J =—
) e : ——a
1 Touch that soothes and heals the bt - ing, hands that
2 Feed the bun - gry, clothe the na -~ ked, vis - it
3 love and serve with - out dis ~ tinc - tion all  earth’s
4 Hands that  beck - on it - ile chil - dren, bind a
_QagsJ. 1 ! [ I A—‘i
G ;
break a loaf  of bread; steps that walk be - side the
Ones in need of -care, give the home - less warmth and
peo - ple, first and least Know with - in each act of
wound, pre-pare a neal, feet that rush to  share good
@'s{““ﬁ“fai : ] T
2 - = m——
wea -~ 1y, bear - ing bur - dens in their  stead:
shel - ter Christ will  find a wel - come there,
kind - ness hope and whole - ness are in - creased.
tid - ings, Christ a - ris - en, still re - veal




B e i et . S e et i e e
@‘?ﬁg i 0 j‘“"‘;. e

“See my hands and feet,” said Je-sus, lovea - ris - en from the
08 ‘ — i
Mf———mﬁ‘-’?'} di N = o i e
S - — & - o

grave. “Be my  bands and feet,” said Je - sus, “live as
T z i = =
@::::i ] -

ones I died o save.”

Texi: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953

Mugie: CIVILITY, Gregg DeMey, b. 1972

Text § 2002 GIA Publications, Inc., ginomayic.com. Al rights reserved.
Music © 2008 Re:Create Music, sdmin. Faith Alive Christian Resources

All Rights Reserved. Used by Permissicn. Reprinted by permission OneLicense.net A-713072,

Prayer After Communiion

Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making
all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies,
and to bring healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus,

Amen.

SENDING

Blessing
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end,

Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,

+ bless you now and forever.
Amen.

Closing Song Guide My Feet

Dismissal
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluial
Thanks be te God. Alleluia!

Postiude

(see page 10)
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Text: African American spiritual
Musie: GUIDE MY FEET, African American spiritual
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St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church
Congratulates the Graduating Class of 2026

Drew Burk
Drew is the son of
Phil & Laura Burk.
Drew plans to attend college
to study business and play golf. He
has not made an official decision on
where yet. Drew’s favorite memory
of St. Paul is going to Dunkin
for Sunday School.

Cecily Jacobson
Cecily is the daughter of
Lexis & Stephanie Jacobson.
Cecily plans to attend South
Darkota State with an exploratory
major within the Arts of Humanities
college. She will be involved in
vocal music and theatre while at
SDSU. Her favorite memory of St.
Paul is going to the 2024 Youth
Gathering in New Orleans.




Woiship Participants

Ministers: All the members
Vicar: Emily Anderson
DYME: Jim & Kris Kistenmacher
Organist: Sharen Borchers
Pianist: Kris Kistenmacher
- Lector: Reuben De La O
Deacons: Mitch Trost and Reuben De La O
Greeters: Gary & Sandy Jensen
Acolytes: Gabe VanHouten and Kaleb VanHouten
Sound & Video: Kelby & Joy Wulf
Coffee Hour: Kathy & Jerry Sindt

Liz & Dave Kistenmacher

St. Paul Church Calendar

SUNDAY, May 17 ~ Seventh Sunday of Easter
9:00 AM Worship with Holy Communion / Senior Recognition Sunday
10:00 AM Coffee & Fellowship

TUESDAY, May 19
9:00 AM Sewing Day
7:00 PM Trustees Meeting

THURSDAY, May 21
6:00 PM Parish Education meeting
7:00 PM Congregation Council meeting

SUNDAY, May 24 ~ Day of Pentecost
9:00 AM Worship

10:00 AM Coffee & Feliowship

Liturgical pieces from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License # SAS007047.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, division of Christian Education

of the National Couneil of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.

Usad by permission. All rights reserved.




